
“Thinking Out Loud about 
What it Means to be a 

Public Historian” 

A Conversation with Dr. Spencer Crew 

A public lecture by eminent public historian and Rutgers alum-
nus (Ph.D. History, 1979), Dr. Spencer Crew, former curator and 
director of the National Museum of American History, Smith-
sonian Institution, former president of the National Under-
ground Railroad Freedom Center, and guest curator at the new 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture. 
Dr. Crew is currently Robin-
son Professor of History at 
George Mason University.  
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