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Overview

The following reading list provides a general overview of the subjects and texts that students
should study in preparing to write their African-American Minor and Major exams. Students
are encouraged to use this list to develop their own personalized exam reading lists.

How to Use this List

Beginning well in advance of the planned exam date, you should plan to update and
personalize this list to include any recently published works not yet on the list, as well as any
important African American history texts you consider central to your own study of the field.

From there, you can plan your exam reading by marking off texts that you have read, and the
texts you plan to read. You will not be expected to master all the books and articles on the
list, but should have some command of most of the subject areas.

Once you have put together your own annotated and updated version of the list you should
plan meet with your examiners to discuss and review your personalized list and reading
plan. Such meetings should occur well in advance of your exam date and will allow you to
confirm that your list is up-to-date, and that you are reading a suitable selection of texts.

Please submit a final copy of your updated and approved list to your examiners (and Dawn
Ruskai) when you hand in your completed exam.
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