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Course Description:
The Second World War was a major turning point in European and World History. A total war that pitted competing ideologies against one another, it brought about unprecedented destruction and human losses. This in-depth course on the History of WWII in Europe will look at the political, economic, cultural and social dimension of the conflict. During the course of the semester, we will consider rise of Fascism and Nazism in the years leading to WWII, the War in Western and Eastern Europe, the peculiar nature of mass violence against civilian populations, the holocaust, and the postwar trials of war criminals. In order to do so we will rely on a wide range of sources that include official documents, memoirs of soldiers and civilians, literary accounts, visual materials such as photographs, movies, paintings and cartoons, as well as political writings. The goal of the class is to provide students with a multi-layered overview of WWII that accounts for individual and group reactions to extreme violence, the lived experiences of civilians and soldiers, victims and perpetrators, the power of ideology, and finally consider the lasting historical significance of the most destructive war in European history.




