Provisional Syllabus. Please note that course readings and assignments may be
subject to change.

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, New Brunswick
Department of History
512:262 African American History to 1877 (3 c.h., HST)
Summer 2022 Session II, June 27-August 6, 2022
Class Meeting Times: Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:00-10:00 p.m. (Virtual)

Instructor Information:
Professor Jerrad P. Pacatte (Pa-ket-tee)
Preferred Pronouns: He, him, his
Email: jpp158@history.rutgers.edu

Virtual Office Hours: Mondays and Wendesdays,
1:00-2:30 p.m. and by appointment
(I will send out a Zoom link with recurring
dates/times for office hours. Please email me if these
times do not work for you, and we can schedule an
alternate meeting time.)

Course Description:
This course explores the history of African-descended people in the United States from their first
arrival in the North American colonies through the era of the Civil War (1861-1865) and the failures
of Reconstruction (1863-1877). The course begins on the shores of Africa and follows the forced
journeys of some 12 million enslaved Africans who crossed the Atlantic Ocean in the bellies and on
the decks of slave ships. In the plantation societies and port cities of the Americas, Africans and
their descendants struggled to survive under brutal conditions. Along the way, they reconfigured
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their African cultural and social practices and negotiated new relationships with one another and
with their enslavers. In this course, we will examine the everyday lives, cultures, and survival
strategies employed by African-descended people throughout British North America from the
seventeenth through the mid-nineteenth centuries. Utilizing primary and secondary sources, students
will complicate the social, economic, political, religious, and cultural histories of racial slavery in
America. Employing a wide geographic, thematic, and temporal framework, this course seeks to
disrupt the notion of American slavery as solely a southern institution by demonstrating that racial
slavery was in fact an American institution. It is designed to complicate the paradoxical history of a
nation purportedly born in the name of “liberty” and “justice,” yet built upon the backs of unfree
African laborers. Beyond analyzing the the Middle Passage and the development of plantation
slavery in colonial America, students will also explore the many historical changes that shaped
African American life, society, and culture thereafter–from the American Revolution to the Civil
War. Topics studied in the latter half of this course will include: the impact of the American
Revolution on African American life; the gradual abolition of slavery in the post-Revolutionary
North and the development of a free Black community there; antebellum slavery, the domestic slave
trade, and slave resistance; the contributions of African Americans to the abolition movement; and
the multi-pronged African American freedom struggle during the Civil War and Reconstruction.
Modeled after the lifespan of the enslaved, the course is divided into three units with each unit
representing a specific period in the lifetime of the enslaved and American slavery. In other words,
we will begin the course by exploring slavery’s birth in America in the early seventeenth century as
well as the themes of pregnancy, childbirth, and childhood. We will end the course with an
examination of elderly enslaved individuals’ lives and slavery’s death and afterlife at the close of the
Civil War.
Course Policies:
As your instructor, I am happy to assist you in any way that I can during the semester–from assisting
with any learning needs or accommodations (see “Statement for Students with Disabilities”) to
helping you construct an innovative thesis statements for your final research paper. I cannot do so,
however, unless you communicate openly with me. Email is the most practical method of reaching
me, and I will do my best to respond to your message as soon as possible. If I have not responded
within 24 hours, please resend your original email. It is my expectation that you will review and
understand this course syllabus and the course guidelines; please email me if you have any additional
questions.
R-E-S-P-E-C-T
Borrowing from the late soul singer Aretha Franklin’s 1965 hit, I ask that you exercise respect for
your classmates, for your instructor, and for the course materials. The nature of this course mandates
frequent participation and dialogue. In order to facilitate thoughtful and critical discussions of
historical events or ideas, we must respect one another, despite the fact that we may not always
agree. At various points in the semester, we will encounter controversial subject matter, and it is
likely that we will not always see eye-to-eye. Regardless, it is expected that you listen to others as they
speak; interrupting the instructor or fellow students, raising one’s voice, or using hostile or
discriminatory language will not be tolerated. Lastly, I ask that you have an open mind and actively
participate in the learning process–this includes coming to class having completed all of the required
reading assignments.
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Punctuality & Attendance:
Attendance is mandatory for all students enrolled in this course and will be recorded at the
beginning of each class meeting (please turn your cameras on for the first few minutes of class).
Excused absences are made on a case-by-case basis, however absences due to “religious observances;
being under a doctor’s care; attending the funeral of a loved one; performing military service; and/or
traveling as a member of an university-sponsored group or collegiate sport” are all excused without
penalty. Absences due to COVID-19 also fall under the rubric of excused absences. For further
information about on-campus testing, please visit:
https://coronavirus.rutgers.edu/on-campus-testing/. Should you be absent for any of these reasons,
it is your responsibility to email me and inform me of your absence prior to class. Two unexcused
absences will result in the reduction of your final grade in the course by a full letter grade; repeated
unexcused absences may result in failure of the course. I also understand that life happens and that
you might need to miss class/or leave early due to an unforeseen circumstance. Please email me if
you need to leave early or if you have any questions about the course attendance policy.
Student Support Services:

Office of Disability Services:
As a person living with a disability, I am well-aware that certain accommodations may
need to be made for you to excel in this course. All individuals who are diagnosed
with a disability are protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. As
such, you may be entitled to specific accommodations for this course (i.e. enlarged
print course materials, preferential seating assignments, access to a note-taker, audio
recording devices, extended time, etc.) through the Rutgers University Office of
Disability Services (see below for address). In order to receive consideration for
accommodations, a student must contact the Office of Disability Services, participate
in an intake interview and provide official documentation for their condition. After
qualifying for assistance, students will receive a Letter of Accommodation. Please
provide your instructor(s) with a copy of any accomodation plans at the beginning of
the semester. Documentation of any disability is kept entirely confidential. You will
only receive formal accommodations once you provide the instructor with a copy of
your letter of accommodation; any previously recorded markings will stand as is.
Rutgers University-New Brunswick Office of Disability Services
Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145
Livingston Campus
54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue
Piscataway, NJ 08854-8045
Main Office Phone: (848)202-3111
Main Office Fax: (732)445-3388
Exam Office Phone: (848)216-5433
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Student Counseling Services:
If you are experiencing a mental health crisis or other psychiatric-related issue, please know that
there are resources available for you. Rutgers University provides students with on-campus and
virtual telehealth mental health services to help them navigate a range of issues in their personal and
academic lives. The Office of Counseling, Alcohol and Other Drug Assistance Program, and
Psychiatric Services (CAPS) works with students on issues including: crisis intervention, one-on-one
therapy, group therapy, group workshops, alcohol and drug assistance programs, psychiatric care,
and referrals to providers in the immediate New Brunswick and central New Jersey community. The
university has a number of CAPS locations. The addresses and contact information for these centers
can be found below.
CAPS Main Office:
17 Senior Street
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901
848-932-7884
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:30am-4:30pm
Wednesday: 10:00am–4:30pm
CAPS Cook Douglass Campus Office:
61 Nichol Avenue
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901
848-932-7884
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:30am-4:30pm
Wednesday: 10:00am–4:30pm
Required Readings:
You are required to purchase the following books for this course (all others can be checked out from
the university library or will be uploaded to the course Canvas “Resources/Files” folder). Please be
sure to order all of your textbooks at least two weeks before classes begin. I did not reserve these
books in the campus bookstore because I find that students have an easier time procuring books
from online retailers; they tend to be less expensive as well. Use cheapesttextbooks.com in order to
determine which online retailer has the best prices for these books.
Berry, Daina Ramey. The Price for Their Pound of Flesh:The Value of the Enslaved, From Womb to Grave, in
the Building of a Nation.Boston: Beacon Press, 2017.
Camp, Stephanie M.H. Closer to Freedom: Enslaved Women and Everyday Resistance in the Plantation South.
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.
Hunter, Tera W. Bound In Wedlock: Slave and Free Black Marriage in the Nineteenth Century. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2017.
Nash, Gary B. The Forgotten Fifth: African Americans in the Age of Revolution.Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2006.
Schwartz, Marie Jenkins. Birthing A Slave: Motherhood and Medicine in the Antebellum South. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2006.
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Course Assignments1:
** All course assignments and due dates are indicated in the course schedule below **
Attendance, Participation, and Discussion Board Postings (20%)
In order to earn full participation credit for this course, you must regularly attend weekly class
meetings, complete readings prior to arriving to class, and contribute thoughtfully to class
discussions. As an upper-division, intensive 6-week summer course, we will cover a considerable
amount of ground and reading material in this course. Assigned readings are not optional. All
assigned readings can be accessed via the course’s Canvas site. Readings are listed in alphabetical
order by author’s last name. Additional readings are also listed and may be used for extra credit (we
will discuss extra credit opportunities in the first class meeting). You will also occasionally be asked
to post discussion posts and respond to classmates’ posts using the course Canvas site. If you are a
shy person or feel uncomfortable speaking during class, I encourage you to meet with me during
weekly office hours in order to earn full participation credit. You
Primary Source Analyses (20%)
Throughout the semester, the historians in this course will submit 5 primary source analyses. The
primary sources that should be analyzed by students are listed in this syllabus, although students may
choose to analyze a different primary source that has been approved by me. Primary source analyses
should situate a written document or visual artifact in its proper historical context. These analyses
should raise and answer a number of key questions about the historical document including:
● Who wrote this document? Can the author of the document even be verified - why or why
not?
● When and where was the document written? In what language, year, location, etc.?
● Why was the document written? Is there an easily discernible reason why the document was
recorded? If not, what alternative interpretations or perspectives can be gleaned by reading
the document from the perspective of other individuals alluded to in the document?
● Who was the intended audience or reader of the document?
● What perspectives or points of view are expressed in these documents? If read “against the
grain,” or from the perspective of those voices and views not explicitly expressed in the
document, what additional information may be gleaned from the source? [we will talk about
this later in the course]
● What can this document tell us about the individual who produced it and the society from
which the document came?
As you analyze these documents, be careful to pay attention to the biases or limitations of these
sources as accurate reflections of the past. Ranging in length from 1 to 3 pages, all primary source
analyses should be typed, double-spaced, with 1” margins. Please choose a font that is easy to read
(Times New Roman, Calibri, Garamond, etc.). Your name, my name, the name of the course, the
assignment name, and the due date should appear in the top left corner of your analyses, i.e.
Joseph Jones
Professor Jerrad Pacatte
512:262 African American History I
1

Please Note: Rubrics will be provided for each assignment and will be posted on the course Canvas site.
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Primary Source Analysis 1
June 29, 2022
Analyses should be uploaded to the course Canvas site by 6 p.m. on the dates they are due.
Late submissions will be given the side eye and may not be counted towards your final grade in the
course.
Colonial Slave Law Assignment (20%)
Students in this course will conduct independent historical research about the laws or statutes
governing slavery and manumission in one British North American colony of their chocie. This
assignment is designed to familiarize students with the process of conducting independent
archival/historical research using digital and analog resources. Students will not be allowed to select
New Jersey or South Carolina because we will have already discussed the laws of slavery from these
colonies together as a class.
For this assignment, create a bulleted list of laws/statutes related to slavery or emancipation in one
early British North American colony. After bulleting the laws, write a 1-2 paragraph summary or
analysis about each laws’ significance or any related test cases. We will discuss suggestions for
locating these laws in class [using WestLaw and other digital databases]. Students will present their
findings in class the week they are due.
Film Response Paper (10%)
We will view several films during this course–some will be shown in class, while others will be
watched on your own time. You will watch the film Harriet (2019) outside of class and write a 1-2
page response paper about the film. The purpose of this assignment is for you to situate the film in
conversation with the readings we’ve read and discussed as a class. As you know, Hollywood often
takes a number of creative liberties when writing screenplays or producing historical films. Be
mindful of these creative liberties as you watch this film. Based on your interpretations of the course
readings, does the film offer accurate representations of historical events–why or why not?
Film response papers should be typed, double-spaced, with 1” margins. Please choose a font that is
easy to read (Times New Roman, Calibri, Garamond, etc.). Film response papers should be
uploaded to the course Canvas site by 6 p.m. on the dates they are due. Your film response paper
is due by July 31, 2022. Late submissions will result in a reduction in your grade for the assignment.
Final Research Paper (30%)
Final research papers will examine a topic of your choice–discussed in consultation with me–related
to the history of African American life, culture, or society in the U.S. pre-1877. You are free to
choose a topic of interest to you or a topic that we’ve examined in-class, but you are required to
schedule an appointment with me by mid-July to get the greenlight for your final research paper
topic. Final research papers are interpretative essays that develop an original argument based on your
own primary and secondary source research. Your research paper should consist of at least five
primary source documents and multiple secondary sources (at least three books and two
peer-reviewed scholarly journal articles). Final research papers should range in length from ten to
fifteen (10-15) pages and should be double-spaced, use 12 pt. Font, and 1” margins. Papers will be
assessed for the following criterion:
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● Easily identifiable, original, and well-developed thesis or argument
● Strong use of primary and secondary source evidence to support your claims or
interpretations
● Clear prose, structure, punctuation, grammar, Chicago Turabian citations (footnotes–please
do not use endnotes. You are not required to submit a final bibliography at the end of your
paper, although you may do so if you choose).
● Formatting (12 pt., easily read font; double-spaced; 1” margins; pages are numbered; proper
formatting of footnotes; etc.)
I will hold extended office hours during the final week of the semester to meet with you about your
final papers. Your final research papers are due by 11:59 on August 6, 2022.
Extra Credit Opportunities (+ a half letter grade per submission)
Extra credit may be earned for work completed using at least one assigned and two optional
readings. This must be presented in the form of a 3-page (double-spaced) reflection paper.
Completion of additional extra credit reading papers can improve your grade on a prior assignment
by a half letter grade. For example, if you earn a B- on the first primary source analysis, satisfactory
completion of an extra credit assignment would change your grade to a B+. ALL EXTRA
CREDIT REFLECTION PAPERS MUST BE TURNED IN BY JULY 27 TO RECEIVE
CREDIT. Some extra credit reading titles are included in this syllabus, but please speak with me
during virtual office hours if you’re interested in completing additional extra credit reading
assignments. I am happy to provide you with additional reading suggestions.
Course Grading Scale:
Attendance, Participation, and Discussion Board Postings
Primary Source Analyses
Colonial Slave Law Assignment
Film Response Paper
Final Research Paper

June 29, 2022
July 4, 2022
July 6, 2022
July 8, 2022
July 13, 2022
July 18, 2022
July 20, 2022
July 25, 2022
July 31, 2022
August 6, 2022

20%
20%
20%
10%
30%

Important Due Dates to Remember:
Primary Source Analysis 1
Frederick Douglass 4th of July Speech Reflection Paper
Berlin Reading Discussion Posts
Primary Source Analysis 2
Colonial Slave Law Assignment
Primary Source Analysis 3
Primary Source Analysis 4
In-class debate (Berry’s The Price for Their Pound of Flesh)
Primary Source Analysis 5
Harriet film response paper
Final research papers

7

Provisional Syllabus. Please note that course readings and assignments may be
subject to change.
Course Schedule:
Week 1: Introduction to the Course, the Middle Passage, and the 1619 Project
Monday, June 27, 2022, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
● Overview of course and course syllabus
● In-class film, “Africans in America: America’s Journey Through Slavery,” episode 1 “The
Terrible Transformation, 1450-1750” [YouTube/PBS Documentaries]
● In-class discussion of film “The Terrible Transformation”
Wednesday, June 29, 2022, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
● Please watch Nikole Hannah-Jones’ interview with DemocracyNow! prior to coming to class. A link to the
video is available here.
● In-class discussion of the 1619 Project and assigned readings (listed below)
● ** Please upload primary source analysis 1 to the course Canvas site by 6 p.m.. **
Primary Source Analyses:
● Alexander Falconbridge, “An Account of the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa” (London,
1788) [Canvas]
● James Barbot, Jr., “A Description of an Uprising Aboard a Slave Ship,” (1732)
Assigned Readings:
● The 1619 Project:
○ Historians Open Letter to the Editors of the New York Times and Editor’s Clap Back,
December 20, 2019 [available online]
○ Sean Wilentz, “A Matter of Facts,” The Atlantic (June 2021) [available online]
○ Adam Serwer, “The Fight Over the 1619 Project Is Not About the Facts,” The
Atlantic (December 23, 2019) [available online]
○ “Preface” by Nikole Hannah-Jones, in The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story (New
York: One World, 2021): pp. xvii-xxxiii [Canvas]
● The Middle Passage:
○ Selections from Marcus Rediker, The Slave Ship: A Human History (New York:
Penguin, 2007) [Canvas]
■ Introduction (pp. 1-13)
■ Chapter 3: “African Paths to the Middle Passage” (pp. 73-107)
○ Selections from Sowande’ Mustakeem, Slavery at Sea: Terror, Sex, and Sickness in the
Middle Passage (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2016) [Canvas]
■ Chapter 1: “Waves of Calamity” (pp. 19-35)
■ Chapter 2: “Imagined Bodies” (pp. 36-55)
Week 2: Origins and Regional Variations in Colonial North American Slavery
Monday, July 4, 2022: NO CLASS
● We will not hold class on Monday, July 4th in observance of Independence Day.
● Assignments:
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○ Please read and critically respond to Frederick Douglass’ influential 1852 speech,
“What, to the Slave, is the Fourth of July?” [Black Past website]
■ ** Upload your 2-page reflection papers to the course Canvas site by
11:59 p.m., July 4, 2022 **
○ Read and respond to Ira Berlin’s influential 1980 article, “Time, Space and the
Evolution of Afro-American Society on British Mainland North America,” American
Historical Review 85 (1980): 44-78 [available on Canvas]
■ ** Please post a brief discussion post and respond to at least 2 other
classmates’ posts using the course Canvas page; feel free to post a
video of your response to the readings versus a typed response. **
Wednesday, July 6, 2022, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
● Lecture: African Slavery in Colonial America, 1619-1775
● Discussion of assigned readings and in-class film, “Slavery and the Making of America,
Episode 1” [YouTube/PBS Documentary]
● ** Please upload primary source analysis 2 to the course Canvas site by 6 p.m.. **
Primary Source Analyses:
● Massachusetts slave law:
○ 1641 Massachusetts “Body of Liberties”
● New Jersey slave laws:
○ Geneva Smith, “Legislating Slavery in New Jersey,” Princeton & Slavery website
○ “An Act for Regulating of Slaves,” (1714)
● South Carolina slave law:
○ “An Act for the Better Ordering and Governing of Negroes and Other Slaves in this
Province” (1740)
Assigned Readings:
● Slavery in the Mid-Atlantic:
○ Selections from Scarlet and Black Volume 1: Slavery and Dispossession in Rutgers History,
ed. by Deborah Gray White and Marisa J. Fuentes (New Brunswick: Rutgers
University Press, 2016) [available online via Rutgers University Library website]:
■ “Old Money: Rutgers University and the Political Economy of Slavery in
New Jersey” (pp. 43-57)
■ “His Name Was Will: Remembering Enslaved Individuals in Rutgers
History” (pp. 58-81)
● Slavery in New England:
○ Felicia Y. Thomas, “‘Fit for Town or Country’: Black Women and Work in Colonial
Massachusetts,” Journal of African American History105:2 (2020): 191-212 [Canvas]
○ Joanne Pope Melish, “Rhode Island, Slavery, and the Slave Trade,” (2020),
EnCompass: A Digital Sourcebook of Rhode Island History[online sourcebook]
Friday, July 8, 2022
● ** Colonial law assignments due today. Please upload your assignments to the
course Canvas site dropbox by 11:59 p.m. **
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Week 3: Motherhood and Childhood in Bondage and the African American Revolution
Monday, July 11, 2022, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
● Lecture: Motherhood and childhood in bondage
● In-class discussions of assigned readings (listed below)
Assigned Readings:
● Wendy Anne Warren, “Thrown Upon the World: Valuing Infants in the Eighteenth-Century
North American Slave Market,” Slavery & Abolition 39:4 (2018): 623-641 [Canvas]
● Selections from Marie Jenkins Schwartz, Birthing A Slave: Motherhood and Medicine in the
Antebellum South (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2006) [book purchased by students]
○ Chapter 1: “Procreation” (pp. 9-32)
○ Chapter 4: “Pregnancy” (pp. 107-142)
○ Chapter 5: “Childbirth” (pp. 143-186)
Wednesday, July 13, 2022, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. – The African American Revolution
● Lecture: The Black Experience During the American Revolution
● In-class discussion of assigned readings
● ** Please upload primary source analysis 3 to the course Canvas site by 6 p.m.. **
Primary Source Analysis:
● Dunmore’s Proclamation (November 7, 1775)
● Rhode Island Slave Enlistment Act, passed by the Rhode Island General Assembly February
14, 1778 [in John Russell Bartlett, Records of theColony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations in
New England, Vol. VIII, 1776 to 1779 (Providence: Cooke, Jackson and Co., 1863), 358-361]
[Canvas]
Assigned Readings:
● Gary B. Nash, The Forgotten Fifth: African Americans in the Age of Revolutions(Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2006), Chapter 1: “The Black Americans’ Revolution” (pp. 1-66)
[book purchased by students]
● Selections from Alan Gilbert, Black Patriots and Loyalists: Fighting for Emancipation in the War for
Independence (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012) [Canvas]
○ Introduction: “Fear, Hope, and the Two Revolutions in America” (pp. 1-12)
○ Chapter 6: “Black Fighters in the Two Revolutions” (pp. 152-176)
● Sean Gallagher, “Black Refugees and the Legal Fiction of Military Manumission in the
American Revolution,” Slavery & Abolition (2021): 1-20 [Canvas]
Extra Credit:
● Gary B. Nash, The Forgotten Fifth…, Chapter 2: “Could Slavery Have Been Abolished?” (pp.
69-122) [book purchased by students]
● Woody Holton, Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of the American Revolution
in Virginia (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999), Chapter 5: “Free
Virginians Versus Slaves and Governor Dunmore” (pp. 133-163) [Canvas]
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● Selections from Judith L. Van Buskirk, Standing In Their Own Light: African American Patriots in
the American Revolution (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2017), Chapter 3: “A Bold
Experiment in Rhode Island” (pp. 95-141) [Canvas]
● Cameron Boutin, “The First Rhode Island Regiment and Revolutionary America’s Lost
Opportunity,” Journal of the American Revolution(January 2018) [online resource]
Unit Two: “Adulthood”
“Adulthood,” the second unit of the course, considers the decades leading up to colonist’s separation
from the British crown and the implications of the American Revolution in the lives of African
American slaves during the early national and antebellum periods (approximately 1770-1830). The
creation of free communities of color in the urban north and parts of the south signaled a
paradigmatic shift in the African American experience. Effective January 1, 1808, the United States
government outlawed further importation of slaves from mainland Africa and the West Indies. With
occasional exception to this rule, the consequences of this policy were widespread. From the
shadows of the transatlantic slave trade emerged the domestic slave trade or the “second middle
passage.” As the country expanded westward and slavery gradually perished in the north during the
first half of the nineteenth century, the nation ebbed and flowed over what to do with the
persistently “peculiar institution.” A matter of morality and economics, the question of slavery
plagued American social and political life. Simultaneously, as free-market capitalism engulfed the
northern United States during the early nineteenth century, the predominantly agrarian southern
economy tightened its deathgrip on unfree labor. But by the 1830s, calls for immediate abolition
reached a fever pitch in many corners of the urban Northeast. However, not all northerners rallied
behind the idea of abolishing slavery in the south. These quarrels persisted throughout the 1840s
and 1850s, culminating in southern secession and eventually, war.
Unit two explores the everyday lives of the enslaved with topics including (but not limited to): the
American Revolution; the formation of free Black communities in the north; slave community, the
slave family, work, worship, kinship, and resistance. Because slaves reached their peak economic
values during adulthood, runaway or insolent slaves were both a behavioral and ecoonmic hazard to
their enslavers; thus requiring severe oversight and checks on their movement Accordingly, this unit
also forces us to consider how whites utilized violence and implemented restrictions on the mobility
of the enslaved in an effort to squelch illicit or subversive behaviors. Sometimes these tactics were
successful; sometimes they were not. Despite this overarching climate of violence and oppression,
during adulthood enslaved men and women forged important relationships with one another: they
married, had children, and cared for one another within the slave community. In short, adulthood
signified both the pains and pleasures of bondage, the best and worst of times for the enslaved.
Week 4: Gradual Emancipation, the Domestic Slave Trade, and the Westward Expansion of
Slavery
Monday, July 18, 2022, 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. – Gradual Emancipation in the North
● In-class discussion of assigned readings
● ** Please upload primary source analysis 4 to the course Canvas site by 6 p.m.. **
Primary Source Analyses:
● Pennsylvania’s “Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery” (March 1, 1780)
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● Connecticut’s “Act Concerning Indian, Mulatto, and Negro Servants and Slaves” (March 1,
1784) [Free Womb Project website]
● Rhode Island’s “An ACT authorizing the Manumission of Negroes, Mulattoes, and
others, for the gradual Abolition of Slavery” (March 1, 1784)
Assigned Readings (Start with Dunbar’s A Fragile Freedom to help situate the other readings):
● Selections from Erica Armstrong Dunbar, A Fragile Freedom: African American Women and
Emancipation in the Antebellum City (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008), Chapter 2:
“Maneuvering Manumission” (pp. 26-47) [Canvas]
● Joanne Pope Melish, Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and “Race” in New England,
1780-1860 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1998), Chapter 3: “‘Slaves of the Community’:
Gradual Emancipation in Practice” (pp. 84-118) [Canvas]
● Sarah L.H. Gronningsater, “Born Free In the Master’s House: Children and Gradual
Emancipation in the Early American North,” in Child Slavery Before and After Emancipation: An
Argument for Child-Centered Slavery Studies, edited by Anne Mae Duane (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2017) (pp. 123-150) [Canvas]
Monday, July 18, 2022, 8 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. – The Domestic Slave Trade and Slavery’s
Westward Expansion
● Lecture: The Domestic Slave Trade in Antebellum American Life
● In-class discussion of assigned readings and “The Spread of U.S. Slavery, 1790-1860”
interactive map
Assigned Readings:
● Selections from Steven Deyle, Carry Me Back: The Domestic Slave Trade in American Life (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2005) [all available on Canvas]
○ Chapter 2: “A Most Important Form of Commerce: The Rise of the Cotton
Kingdom” (pp. 63-93)
○ Chapter 4: “CASH FOR NEGROES”: Slave Traders and the Market Revolution in
the South” (pp. 94-141)
○ Chapter 5: “A Regular Part of Everyday Life: The Buying and Selling of Human
Property” (pp. 142-173)
● Alexandra J. Finley, “’Cash to Corinna’: Domestic Labor and Sexual Economy in the ‘Fancy
Trade,’” Journal of American History104:2 (September 2017): 410-430 [Canvas]
Wednesday, July 20, 2022, 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. – “The Price for the Pound of Their Flesh:” The
Commodification of Human Beings and the Economics of Antebellum Slavery
● Lecture: The Chattel Principle and “Soul Values”
● In-class discussion of assigned readings.
Assigned Readings:
● Daina Ramey Berry, “Soul Values and American Slavery,” Slavery & Abolition 42:2 (May
2021): 201-218 [Canvas]

12

Provisional Syllabus. Please note that course readings and assignments may be
subject to change.
● Selections from Daina Ramey Berry, The Price For Their Pound of Flesh: The Value of the Enslaved,
From Womb to Grave, in the Building of a Nation(Boston: Beacon Press, 2017) [book purchased
by students]
○ Chapter 3: “Adolescence, Young Adulthood, and Soul Values” (pp. 58-90)
○ Chapter 4: “Midlife and Older Adulthood” (pp. 91-128)
○ Chapter 5: “Elderly and Superannuated” (pp. 129-147)
○ Chapter 6: “Postmortem: Death and Ghost Values” (pp. 148-193)
○ Epilogue: “The Afterlives of Slavery” (pp. 194-197)
Wednesday, July 20, 2022, 8:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. – Class Discussion/Debate
● Students will be split into three groups, each representing one of the three values discussed
by Dr. Daina Ramey Berry in The Price For the Pound of Their Flesh.As a class, students in each
group will debate with the other groups why they believe their particular form of value
signified the greatest importance to the enslaved.
Unit Three: Old Age and Death
In the third and final section of this course, we will examine the final years of racial slavery in the
United States and the experiences of superannuated enslaved women and men.
Week 5: The Enslaved Family and Resistance
Monday, July 25, 2022, 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. – Fragile Familial Ties: Enslaved Marriages and
Families
● Lecture: The Enslaved Family
○ Before class, students should listen to my podcast interview with Dr. Tera Hunter on
the New Books in African American Studies podcast. You can listen to the podcast
here or wherever you stream podcasts on your mobile device.
● ** Please upload primary source analysis 5 to the course Canvas site by 6 p.m.. **
Primary Source Analyses:
● Tempie Herndon Durham’s narrative [Museum of the African Diaspora website]
● Harrison Beckett’s narrative [Library of Congress website]
Assigned Readings:
● Clint Smith, “Stories of Slavery, from Those Who Survived It,” The Atlantic (March 2021
issue) [available online]
● Margaret Burnham, “An Impossible Marriage: Slave Law and Family Law,” Minnesota Journal
of Law and Inequality5:2 (1987): 187-225 [Canvas]
● Selections from Tera W. Hunter, Bound In Wedlock: Slave and Free Black Marriage in the
Nineteenth Century (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2017) [book purchased by
students]
○ Chapter 1: “‘Until Distance Do You Part’” (pp. 23-61)
○ Chapter 2: “God Made Marriage, But the White Man Made the Law” (pp. 61-87)
Wednesday, July 27, 2022, 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. – Everyday Resistance
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Assigned Readings:
● Selections from Stephanie M.H. Camp, Closer to Freedom: Enslaved Women and Everyday
Resistance in the Plantation South (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004) [book
purchased by students]
○ Chapter 1: “A Geography of Containment: The Bondage of Space and Time” (pp.
12-34)
○ Chapter 2: “I Could Not Stay There: Women, Men, and Truancy” (pp. 35-59)
○ Chapter 4: “Amalgamation Prints Stuck Up in Her Cabin: Print Culture, the Home,
and the Roots of Resistance” (pp. 93-116)
Wednesday, July 27, 2022, 8 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. – Organized Resistance
Assigned Readings:
● Selections from Vanessa Holden’s Surviving Southampton: African American Women and Resistance
in Nat Turner’s Community (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2021), Chapter 2: “Enslaved
Women and Strategies of Resistance and Evasion” (pp. 26-38) [Canvas]
● Selections from Kellie Carter Jackson, Force and Freedom: Black Abolitionists and the Politics of
Violence (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2019) [all available on Canvas]
○ Chapter 1: “Forcing Freedom: The Limits of Moral Suasion” (pp. 14-57)
○ Chapter 2: “Fight, Flight, and Fugitives: The Fugitive Slave Law and Violence” (pp.
48-79)
Sunday, July 31, 2022
● ** Please upload your Harriet film response papers to the course Canvas site by 10
p.m. **
Week 6: The Civil War, Reconstruction, and the Death of Slavery in the U.S.
Monday, August 1, 2022, 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
● Lecture: The Civil War and the Failures of Reconstruction
● In-class film, Ken Burns’ The Civil War (1990)
● In-class discussion of W.EB. DuBois, Black Reconstruction in America, 1860-1880 and in-class
primary source analyses (Free At Last edited collection)
Monday, August 1, 2022, 8 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
● In-class discussion of assigned readings
Assigned Readings:
● Daina Ramey Berry and Kali Gross, A Black Women’s History of the United States(Boston:
Beacon, 2020), Chapter 5: “Mary’s Apron and the Demise of Slavery, 1860-1876” (pp.
87-103) [Canvas]
● Heather Andrea Williams, Help Me to Find My People: The African American Search for Family Lost
in Slavery (Chapel Hill: UNC Press, 2014) [Canvas]
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○ Chapter 5: “Information Wanted: The Search for Family After Emancipation” (pp.
139-170)
○ Chapter 6: “Happiness Too Deep for Utterance: The Reunification of Families” (pp.
171-188)
Wednesday, August 3, 2022: NO CLASS
● I will be holding virtual office hours during our normal class meeting time. Please schedule
an appointment with me to discuss any questions that you might have about the final
research paper.
***** FINAL RESEARCH PAPERS ARE DUE BY 11:59 P.M., SATURDAY, AUGUST 6,
2022. *****
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