Draft Syllabus Subject to Changes

World War II in World History
History 506:115

Summer Session II: July 10 — August 16, 2023
Online Course: Synchronous & Asynchronous
Synchronous Time: Monday Synchronous Zoom 6:00 pm— 9:40pm
Course require: Microphone for Zoom discussion
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Instructor: Rong Aries Li

Email: r1502@history.rutgers.edu Email is the tool for our online communication. I will
respond when I check my email during business hours (Monday to Friday, 9am—5pm). Typically,
I respond my emails within two business day during the semester. If you did not hear back from
me within two business days, please send me a reminder.

Office Hours: Students can meet me after our Tuesday Zoom meetings OR by appointment
through email. Appointments need to be requested and confirmed through email at least 24 hours
before a proposed meeting time.

Course Description:

This course complicates the oversimplified and mythologized view of the Second World War as
the “Good War” fought by the “Greatest Generation.” By taking a global approach and studying
the war as a whole, this course explores World War II as the most violent, destructive, and
consequential conflict in human history. It was a total war that mobilized states and societies
across the globe, permeating all aspects of life. It was an ideological war, fought not only for the
control of territory, people, and resources, but for the realization of distinct visions about human
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nature and social order. World War II purposely and disproportionally targeted civilian lives: it
killed over 50 million people, devastated cities from Hamburg to Warsaw, Stalingrad, Tokyo,
and Chongqing, and turned wide parts of the Eurasian continent into wastelands. The war and its
aftermath rewrote the global political landscape, bringing down Europe’s colonial empires,
producing new nations, and a new world order. As the bloodiest event in world history, the war
is palpable throughout the world to the present day.

This course does not require any background in history, and it welcomes the perspectives of
students from different disciplines into the classroom.

Major Questions to Consider:

This course examines political, military, economic, social, and cultural dimensions of World War
II. For this purpose, we will study and analyze a wide range of engaging primary and secondary
sources, which include governmental documents, literary accounts, historical photos, cartoons,
films and documentaries.

Here are the major questions that we will consider in this course:

—What were the origins of World War II? How was it prefigured by the Great War?

—How did different political regimes mobilize for the conduct of war, and how did their efforts
resonate on the social and individual levels? Did soldiers and civilians in various parts of the
world relate to the war in similar terms, or did they fight for different things, and endured in
different ways?

—How did the war transform individual lives and the social and political landscapes?

—How did race, gender, and sexuality play into the war?

—How have societies and people engaged with legacies of World War 11?7

—Can World War II be understood simply as a moral contest between good and evil, or was it
rather a vicious or senseless exercise in universal destruction?

Course Learning Goals:

1. This course meets SAS Core learning goal for Historical Analysis.

2. Develop a critical understanding of the events and impacts of World War II on human
societies in a global context.

3. Read and analyze primary and secondary sources critically. Learn how to use them as
evidence to make historical arguments.

4. Write essays and give public presentation that persuasively present an analytical and historical
argument using primary and secondary source materials.

Course Assignments and Grading:

1. Discussions (40%): You will earn discussion grades for the first five weeks, and each week
consists 8% of your final grade. To earn full credit, students need to actively and thoughtfully
engage with the course materials and your fellow classmates’ arguments. So please complete all
the reading and class activities and share your ideas, comments, and questions. For synchronous
Zoom meetings, students should join on time and remain for the entire class and be respectful to
your classmates.



Draft Syllabus Subject to Changes

2. Writing Assignments (40%): This course has two take-home essays (about 800-1,000 words
each in length). For each essay, you will be asked to present your argument to the questions in
the prompts, based on a close reading and analysis of assigned primary and secondary sources.
You will receive a handout for each essay which includes the questions and instructions. We will
discuss essay writing as well as grading criteria in class.

3. Final Presentation (20%): During our last meeting, each student will do an 8-10 minute
presentation to complicate the popular and oversimplified view of WWII as the “Good War”
fought by the “Greatest Generation.” Students need to make an argument that touches on
historical specifics in their response to the prompt based on their analysis of primary and
secondary sources. Students are expected to incorporate assigned course materials as the whole
or a major part of their selected sources. Students are also expected to analyze visual materials as
evidence into their presentation. A handout with more detailed instructions will be provided.

Final course grades will be calculated according to the following scale:
A 90 & above

B+ 85-89

B 80-84

C+ 75-79

C 70-74

D 60-69

F 59 & below

Course Readings:

Reading assignments will include secondary sources (e.g. book chapters, scholarly articles) and
primary sources (e.g. historical documents, propaganda posters, political cartoons, memoirs,
etc.). Most of the primary and secondary sources will be available on our Canvas course site.
Textbook:

John Ferris and Evan Mawdsley eds., The Cambridge History of the Second World War 11
(Cambridge University Press, 2015), Volumes 1-3. We will read some chapters of these
volumes. Rutgers Library offers FREE digital copies of these volumes.

Volume 1 Fighting the War, available at https://doi-
org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/10.1017/CHO9781139855969

Volume 2 Politics and Ideology, available at https://doi-
org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/10.1017/CHO9781139524377

Volume 3 Total War: Economy, Society and Culture, available at https://doi-
org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/10.1017/CHO9781139626859

To view these volumes, you need to log in with your Rutgers NetID and password.

RUTGERS

OPEN*AFFORDABLE

TEXTBOOKS

Note: This course has received an 'Open and Affordable Textbooks Program award from the
Rutgers University Libraries. The OAT Program supports textbook affordability at Rutgers by
encouraging courses to adopt educational materials that are freely available, available at a low
cost (compared to similar courses), or part of the Rutgers University Libraries' electronic
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collections, and thereby free of charge to Rutgers University students. As a student in this course,
you will be asked to provide feedback on this initiative at the end of the semester.

Course Policies:

1. Complete the weekly readings and all types of assignments on time. Keep up with the weekly
modules to the best of your ability. Participate actively, thoughtfully, and respectfully in
synchronous and asynchronous discussions as well as other class activities.

2. Lateness penalty will be applied to written assignments. One letter grade will be taken off
when papers are one week later than the original due date, for example, from A to B. The only
exceptions will be for documented illness or exceptional personal/family problems. If you face
serious extenuating circumstances that prevent you from keep up with the course schedule and
deadlines, please contact the Office of the Dean of Students (http://deanofstudents.rutgers.edu/),
so that they can provide the necessary support to ensure that you do not fall further behind in all
your courses.

3. Students must not post any screenshots, photos, or videos of the class meetings on social
media without getting written permission from everyone in the class. Students must not share
links and codes for online class meetings on social media or with others who are not enrolled
without written permission from the instructor.

4. Copyright: Lectures and materials utilized in this course are protected by United States
copyright laws as well as Rutgers University policy. It is not acceptable to share course materials
with others who are not currently enrolled in this course or post any course materials to any
internet site or similar information-sharing platform without explicit permission from the
instructor.

5. Academic integrity. All written work should be composed in the student’s own words, and the
ideas of others should be properly cited. Plagiarism is taking someone else’s words, ideas or
argument without acknowledging them appropriately. If you use the exact words taken from a
source, they must be put in quotation marks and a reference; if you paraphrase, give the source a
refence. Please familiarize yourself with the History Department’s statement on plagiarism
(https://history.rutgers.edu/academics/undergraduate/plagiarism) and the University’s policy on
academic integrity (https://nbprovost.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-students). If you have any
questions about quoting, paraphrasing, or referring to the work of others, please ask me. It is
better to be safe than sorry—better to have too many citations than too few and thus run the risk
of unintentional plagiarism. Any and all violations of academic integrity in this course will result
in the formal consequences and disciplinary action that are outlined in the Rutgers policies on
academic integrity. I have a zero-tolerance policy for academic dishonesty and refer all
violations directly to the Office of Student Conduct.

6. Students with Disabilities: Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of
the University's educational programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable
accommodations, a student with a disability must contact the appropriate disability services
office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and
provide documentation: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the
documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability
services office will provide you and your instructor with a Letter of Accommodations. Please
discuss the accommodations with your instructors as early in your courses as possible. To begin
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this process, please complete the registration form (https://webapps.rutgers.edu/student-
ods/forms/registration).

Rutgers Student Support Resources:

Office of the Dean of Students: http://deanofstudents.rutgers.edu/

Office of Disability Services: https://ods.rutgers.edu

Rutgers Resources for Student Success: http://success.rutgers.edu/

Rutgers Universitywide COVID-19 Information: https://coronavirus.rutgers.edu/
Rutgers Learning Centers Remote Instruction: https://rlc.rutgers.edu/remote_instruction
Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS): http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-
counseling-services/counseling/

Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance: http://vpva.rutgers.edu/

Rutgers Student Technology Resources: https://it.rutgers.edu/technology-guide/students/
If you do not have the appropriate technology for financial reasons, please email the Dean of
Students (deanofstudents@echo.rutgers.edu) for assistance.

Office of Financial Aid: https://financialaid.rutgers.edu/

Rutgers Student Food Pantry: http://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/food/

Schedule of Classes and Reading Assignments

Notes:

1. The instructor reserves the right to modify the schedule and content as warranted by the
ongoing public health emergency or other unforeseen events.

2. This is a very condensed course consisted of six weeks. All the assigned readings will be
posted in that week’s modules.

3. The assigned secondary readings for the asynchronous study time have to be completed before
the synchronous meetings on Mondays.

4. Students will be given time during the Zoom meeting to read, analyze, and discuss the short
primary source readings listed under a synchronous meeting. However, this plan might be
adjusted based on how our synchronous discussions unfold.

5. Some primary sources contain graphic images or depressive writings due to the nature of the
war. If you have concerns, please contact me in advance.

6. If this course was taught in traditional classroom during a summer session, you would have
been expected to spend about eight hours each week in the classroom and at least another two to
three hours to do readings outside of the classroom each week, in addition to the time that you
need to write the paper assignments. You should still expect to spend a similar amount of time
each week for this mixed course, although you will study at your own pace during each week for
the asynchronous parts.

Week 1 (July 10-16)

Module 1.1 Synchronous Meeting (Monday, July 10): Introduction & The Road to WWII
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Discussion: What were the origins of the Second World War? What was WWII for?

Primary source readings:

1) W. E. B. Du Bois, “African Roots,” 1915.

2) Woodrow Wilson, “War Message to Congress”, 1917.

3) Ho Chi Minh, “Letter of Nguyen Ai Quoc to the American Secretary of State Paris,” 1919.
4) Haile Selassie’s speech at the League of Nations, 1936.

5) Fumimaro Konoye, “New Order in East Asia,” December 22, 1938.

6) “Generalissimo Chiang Assails Prince Konoe's Statement,” 1938.

7) “A War for Freedom,” September 1939.

Module 1.2 Asynchronous study time: WWII Military Campaigns, Part 1

Tami Davis Biddle, “Anglo—American Strategic Bombing, 1940—-1945,” in textbook, Volume 1,

485-526.

Mark Selden, “A Forgotten Holocaust: US Bombing Strategy, the Destruction of Japanese Cities
& the American Way of War from World War II to Iraq,” 5: 5: (May 2, 2007), The Asia-Pacific

Journal: Japan Focus, https://apjjf.org/-Mark-Selden/2414/article.html

Prompt for Paper #1 will be provided.

Week 2 (July 17-23)
Module 2.1 Synchronous Meeting (Monday, July 17): WWII Military Campaigns, Part I1

Discussion:
How to evaluate the effectiveness and impact of strategic bombing? How to review the decisions
to use atomic bombs as well as the impact of the atomic bombs?

A. Primary source readings on strategic bombing:

1)“Air Raid on Southampton,” December 1940.

2) Edward Murrow, “London is Burning,” September 1940.

3) Philip Ardery, “Bombing Ploesti,” 1943.

4) Vera Brittain, “Massacre by Bombing,” 1944.

5) Excerpts from the testimony of Saotome Katsumoto.

6) Aerial photos of strategic bombing of Tokyo taken by U.S. air crew vs. Photos taken by
Ishikawa Koyo (a photographer working on behalf of the Tokyo Metropolitan Police)

B. Primary source readings on the use of atomic bombs:

1) “Petition from Leo Szilard and Other Scientists to President Harry S. Truman”, July 17, 1945.
2) “Report of the Interim Committee on the Military Use of the Atomic Bomb,” May 1945.

3) Henry Lewis Stimons, excerpts from “The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb,” February
1947; excerpts from Stimson's diary entries, May 14-15, 1945.

4) Testimony of Taeko Teramae, 1985.
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5) Photos taken by the U.S. military crew vs. photos taken by the Japanese on the ground.
7) Paintings by the hibakusha—the survivors of the atomic bombs.

Module 2.2 Asynchronous Study: Resistance, Collaboration, Occupation, and Everyday
Life during WWII, Part 1

Margherita Zanasi, “Collaboration, Resistance and Accommodation in Northeast Asia,” in
textbook, Volume 2, 509-532.

William 1. Hitchcock, “Collaboration, resistance and liberation in Western Europe,” in textbook,
Volume 2, 412-435.

Lizzie Collingham, “The Human Fuel: Food as Global Commodity and Local Scarcity,” in
textbook, Volume 3, 149-173.

Paper #1 Due: Saturday, July 22 at 11:59pm ET.

Prompt for Paper #2 will be provided.

Week 3 (July 24-30)

Module 3.1 Synchronous Meeting (Monday, July 10) Resistance, Collaboration, Occupation,
and Everyday Life during WWII, Part 11

Discussion: How were ordinary people’s experience of WWII? What were soldiers’ experience
on the front? Are categories like “resistance” and “collaboration” enough to describe people’s
experience of WWII?

Primary source readings:

1) Richard Titmuss, “Civilians under stress.”

2) Philippe Petain, “Speech of October 30, 1940.” (French Collaboration)

3) Zygmunt Klukowski, excerpts from Diary from the Years of Occupation, 1939—1944.
(Occupied Poland)

4) “Interview of Olga Fyodorovna Sukhostat.”

5) Excerpts from Yura Riabinkin’s Diary.

6) Excerpts from Hugh Peter de Lancy Samwell’s memoir An Infantry Officer with the Eighth
Army: The Personal Experiences of an Infantry Officer during the Eighth Army's Campaign
though Africa and Sicily.

7) Willy Peter Reese, excerpts from his diaries 4 Stranger to Myself, The Inhumanity of War:
Russia, 1941—-1944. (Combat on the Russian Front)

8) Thein Pe Myint, excerpts from Marxism and Resistance in Burma, 1942—1954.: Thein Pe
Mpyint’s Wartme Traveler.

9) Mohandas K. Gandhi, excerpts from his 1942 article in newspaper Harijan, April 1942.

Module 3.2 Asynchronous Study: Propaganda, Mobilization, Race, Gender, and Sexuality
during WWII, Part I
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Sabine Friihstiick, “Sexuality and Sexual Violence,” in textbook, Volume 3, 422—466.

Mary Louise Roberts, “The Myth of Manly Gls,” in What Soldiers Do: Sex and the American GI
in World War II France (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013), chapter 2.

John Dower, War Without Mercy: Race and Power in the Pacific War (Pantheon Books, 1986),
pages 3-14 and pages 301-309.

Week 4 (July 31-August 6)
Module 4.1 Synchronous Meeting (Monday, July 31) Propaganda, Mobilization, Race,
Gender, and Sexuality during WWII, Part 11

How did different political regimes mobilize for the conduct of war? How did wartime
propaganda portray enemies and allies, including potential ones and those at home? How did
racism and gendered norms fit into such wartime images?

Textual primary source readings:

1) Okuma Shigenobu, "Illusions of the White Race," 1921.
2) “Avenging Western Imperialism,” 1941.

3) “This is the difference.” in Das Schwarze Korps, 1942.
4) Ilya Ehrenburg, "The Justification of Hate," 1942.

Textual primary source readings regarding the internment of Japanese Americans:
1) Memorandum from Hoover to Biddle, February 7, 1942.

2) Excerpt from the Washington Post, February 12, 1942.

3) Final recommendation from DeWitt to Stimson, February 14, 1942.

4) Memorandum from Biddle to the President, February 17, 1942.

5) From the Congressional Record, February 18, 1942.

Visual primary sources:
Wartime posters and political cartoons from the U.S., Japan, Soviet Union, Britain, Germany,
and Nationalist China.

Module 4.2 Asynchronous Study: Aftermath: Postwar Trials, Post-1945 World Order, Part
I

Rana Mitter, “Nationalism, Decolonization, Geopolitics and the Asian Post-war,” in textbook,
Volume 3, 599-621.

Ahmad Alawad Sikainga, “Conclusion: Consequences of the War.” Chapter, in Africa and World
War 11, edited by Judith A. Byfield, Carolyn A. Brown, Timothy Parsons, and Ahmad Alawad
Sikainga, 501-508, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015).

Max Paul Friedman, “There Goes the Neighborhood: Blacklisting Germans in Latin America
and the Evanescence of the Good Neighbor Policy,” Diplomatic History 27, no. 4 (2003): 569—
597.

Margherita Zanasi, “Globalizing Hanjian: The Suzhou Trials and the Post-World War 11
Discourse on Collaboration,” The American Historical Review 113, no. 3 (2008): 731-751.
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Paper #2 Due: Saturday, August 5 at 11:59pm ET.

Prompt for Final Presentation will be provided.

Week 5 (August 7-13)

Module 5.1 Synchronous Meeting (Monday July 24): Aftermath: Postwar Trials, Post-1945
World Order, Part I1

Discussion: 1. How was justice served in the post-World War II trials? 2. How did World War 11
change the world order?

Primary source readings about Nuremberg and Tokyo trials:

1) Nuremburg trials:

excerpts of Robert Jackson's opening statement at Nuremberg, November 21 1945;
Nuremberg Charter II Article 6, August 8, 1945;

Abram Suzkever, “Prosecution of the Jews in Vilna,” February 27, 1946;

Rudolf Hoss, “Testimony on Auschwitz,” April 15, 1946;

Hermann Goring, “Testimony on Nazi Policy toward the Jews,” March 14, 1946.
2) Excerpts from “The Treatment of Displaced Jews in the United States Zone of Occupation in
Germany, 1945 (Displaced Jews in Occupied Germany)

3) Judge Radhahinod Pal, “Judgement.” (The Tokyo Trials)

4) excerpts of testimonies from the Khabarovsk trials (Japanese biological warfare)

Primary source readings about decolonization:
1) “Ho Chi Minh Appeals to Truman,” February 1946
2) Excerpts from Robert H. Kakambo’s An African Soldier Speaks (1946) (Africa Speaks)

Module 5.2 Asynchronous Study: Memories and Legacies of WWII
Question to consider: How have memories of WWII developed in different countries and
societies? What factors have influenced narratives of WWII?

Recommended secondary source readings:

Lucy Noakes, “Popular Memory, Popular Culture: The War in Postwar World,” in textbook,
Volume 3, 675-697.

Jie-hyun Lim, “The Second World War in Global Memory Space,” in textbook, Volume 3, 698—
724.

Rana Mitter, “Old Ghosts, New Memories: China’s Changing War History in the Era of Post-
Mao Politics,” Journal of Contemporary History 38, no. 1 (2003): 117-131.

Richard H. Kohn, “History and the Culture Wars: The Case of the Smithsonian Institution’s
Enola Gay Exhibition,” The Journal of American History 82, no. 3 (1995): 1036-1063.
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Week 6 Final Presentation on Monday, August 14

10



