
Draft Syllabus | History 512:434 

 1 

History of Labor Movement 
01:512:434 

Summer Session II: June 27-August 5 
Format: Synchronous meetings  

Wednesdays, 1:00-5:00pm 
 

*Draft Syllabus* 
 

Instructor: Ian N. Gavigan 
Contact Information: ian.gavigan@rutgers.edu 
Zoom Office Hours: TBD and By Appointment 

 
Are you curious about why Starbucks, Amazon, and many other workers are unionizing? Are 
you thinking about capitalism and socialism these days?  Do you want to know how mass 
movements have shaped U.S. history? Are you interested in exploring the intersections 
between feminism, antiracism, and labor? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then 
this course is right for you. 
 
In the History of the Labor Movement, students will learn about major patterns and events in 
the history of U.S. working-class movements from Reconstruction through the present. The 
course will consider how capitalist production has shaped social, cultural, and political 
developments. It will emphasize intersections of gender, racism, migration, ethnicity, and 
politics and the state with labor and working-class history. Students will leave with a clear 
understanding of the relationship between labor and working-class history and larger currents 
in U.S. history. 
 
Keywords: Unions; Socialism; Communism; Feminism; Race and Racism; Immigration; Civil 
Rights; Capitalism; Politics; Protest; Reconstruction; New Deal; Great Society; Neoliberalism. 
 
Format:  
 
Students will meet once per week in the Zoom classroom setting. Students will complete 
readings and post responses weekly outside of synchronous sessions.  
 
Expectations and Assessments:  
 
This is an upper-level course. Students will be expected to engage both primary source 
documents and secondary source readings. Students will be expected to actively participate in 
discussion based on these readings.  
 
Working in the confines of a condensed six-week schedule, students will complete all assigned 
readings and provide weekly 3-page reports on the major themes discussed in the materials. 
Students will discuss course materials and themes with one another in class discussion, both 
synchronous and asynchronous.   
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Assessments will be based on weekly participation in discussion and response papers. 
 
There is no final exam.  
 
Key Texts:  
 
Each week, students will be asked to read selections from key books alongside primary source 
documents.  
 
All readings will be made available to students through the course portal. There is no 
requirement for students to purchase books.  
 
The tentative secondary source “book list” includes: 
 

• David Montgomery, The Fall of the House of Labor: The workplace, the State, and 
American Labor Activism, 1865-1925 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1987. 

• Tera W. Hunter, To ’Joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women’s Lives and Labors after 
the Civil War (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1998). 

• Nell Irvin Painter, Standing at Armageddon: A Grassroots History of the Progressive Era 
(New York: W.W. Norton, 1987). 

• Irving Bernstein, The Lean Years (Chicago, IL: Haymarket, 2011) and The Turbulent Years 
(Chicago, IL: Haymarket, 2010). 

• Verónica Martínez-Matsuda, Migrant Citizenship Race, Rights, and Reform in the U.S. 
Farm Labor Camp Program (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020). 

• Dorothy Sue Cobble, Dishing it Out: Waitresses and their Unions in the Twentieth 
Century (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1992). 

• William Jones, The March on Washington: Jobs, Freedom and the Forgotten History of 
Civil Rights (New York: W.W. Norton, 2013). 

• Nelson Lichtenstein, The State of the Union: A Century of American Labor – Revised and 
Expanded Edition (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2013). 

• Lane Windham, Knocking on Labor’s Door: Union Organizing in the 1970s and the Roots 
of a New Economic Divide (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2017).  

• Gabriel Winant, The Next Shift: The Fall of Industry and the Rise of Health Care in Rust 
Belt America (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2021).   

 
Weekly Themes: 
 
June 29: Outline and Key Themes in Labor and Working-Class History, 1865-Present. 
 
July 6: Industrial Change, Workers, and their Movements in the Gilded Age and Progressive Era: 
Unions, Radicalism, and Politics, 1877-1919. 
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July 13: From the Progressive Era to the Great Depression: Workers and Shifting Conditions for 
Organizing and Action, 1919-1932. 
 
July 20: Reform or Revolution? U.S. Workers from the New Deal through the War, 1933-1945 
 
July 27: Post-WWII Working-Class Movements: Labor, Industrial Society, and Civil Rights, 1945-
1977. 
 
August 3: Crisis and Opportunity: Neoliberalism and the Present and Future of Labor, 1977-
Present. 
 


